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Synopsis

Could Taro, a fishermana ™s son, be destined for greatness? In the course of a day, Tarod ™s
entire life changes: His father is murdered before his eyes, and Taro is taken by a mysterious ninja
on a perilous journey toward safety. Someone wants Taro dead, but whoa “and why? With his best
friend, Hiro, and their ninja guide, Shusaku, Taro gets caught in the crossfire of a bitter conflict
between rival lords for control of imperial Japan. As Taro trains to become a ninja himself, hed ™s
less and less sure that he wants to be one. But when his real identity is revealed, it becomes

impossible for Taro to turn his back on his fate.
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Customer Reviews

| got this book through the Vine program. | like vampires and ninjas so | thought it would be an
interesting read. | was a little worried (based on the title and the cover) that this book would be too
corny for me or a bit over the top. It was neither of those. It was very well-done and, if anything, a bit
too devoid of any humor. It is also not a stand-alone book, which | didn’t know.Taro is a fisherman’s
son. At least that is what he is raised to believe. He is in for a rude surprise when a group of ninjas
descend on his house and murder his father. One of the ninjas, Shusaku, is different though and

tries to save Taro. Shusaku fails as Taro is run-through with a sword. Suddenly Taro must make a



choice as his life ebbs from the wound in his stomach. Will he let Shusaku turn him into a vampire
and "live" or will he die? He chooses to "live" and suddenly Taro, his best friend Hiro, and Shusaku
are off on a journey that will make Taro question everything he knows about the world and
himself.There was a lot | liked about this book. The amount of Japanese history dwelling within the
pages of this story is amazing. Lake really did his research and gives great detail on various
aspects of Japanese history. It was fascinating to read about ninjas in the context of actual
Japanese history. | am not sure how accurate all the historical details are (it would have been nice
for the author to include an afterward addressing this) but they are well thought-out and seem to be
well researched. The other thing | really liked about this book was the moral struggles Taro was
forced to face and question. Taro comes from a world where Lord Oda is god and samurai are the

noblest men he knows, ninjas are to be despised as sneaks.
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